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News

On the podium

Al grabs silver medal
at human maths
competition p11

Growing problem
Biodegradable plastic
may actually be worse
for plants p13

Ancient economics
Bronze Agehad a
“modern” financial
system p16

Heaviest element

A way to make the
hypothetical element
unbinilium p17

Going deep down
Moon bases may
need tobeburied to
avoid radiation p21

Environment

Caughtin
the line of fire

This searing image reveals afire
front in Butte county, California,
captured by the Copernicus
Sentinel-2 satellite. Infrared
light from the blaze penetrated
the smoke and was picked up by
the satellite’s sensors, producing
this shot. Several countiesin the
northern part of the state have
been battling fires and, as

New Scientist went to press,
these had torn through more
than 150,000 hectares, an
area bigger than Los Angeles.
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