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About the cover:

A panorama obtained by the Viking 2 Lander. This mosaic was constructed from im-
ages taken at different times, so that the shadows of the Lander are discontinuous and
the direction of rock shadows is inconsistent. This mosaic was acquired by camera 1,
and covers the left and central portions of the region accessible to the Viking 2 sampler
arm, which is shown (discontinuously) at the extreme right of the image. An accumula-
tion of drift material can be seen just above and to the left of the sampler housing. The
white object extending to above the horizon in this image is the meteorology boom; its
shadow can be seen slightly to its right. The colored shadows of some rocks results
from changing illumination direction between data acquisition in different bands. The
curved horizon in the initial mosaic resulting from the tilt of Lander 2 has been removed
from this image, revealing a very flat horizon. Presuming that the rocks in this region
are approximately uniformly distributed, their variation in apparent density in the back-
ground indicates gently undulating terrain. These images were obtained early in the
Lander 2 mission, and show two Lander trenches, one near the middle of the image to
the left of the large rock informally named Centaur, and a smaller trench to the left of
the rock “ICL” (see also Fig. 2 in the nomenclature appendix, which was acquired by
Lander camera 2). Image processing by E. Guinness and M. Dale-Bannister at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis. Final image production at U.S.G.S., Flagstaff.
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