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pmparing
the fimelines

Fifty-five years ago in July, JFK’'s commitment to
landing “a man on the moon” before the end of the
1960s culminated in Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin
stepping onto the lunar surface in the Apollo 11 mission.
Now, NASA plans to return humans to the moon in
2026 under the Artemis program, named after the
Greek goddess of the moon and Apollo’s twin. While
Apollo ended after six landings, Artemis Ill is meant

to be the first step toward establishing a permanent
human presence. Here’s how the timelines compare.
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Il Way 25, 196/ President & Way 28, 1964 Uncrewed
John F. Kennedy commits to Apollo capsule orhits Earth and
[anding “aman” on the moon splashes down

B Nov.7, 1962 NASA awards 183 Nov. 9. 1967 Apollo 4:
Grumman Aircraft Engineering ~ Saturn V debuts by sending an
Gorp. a $387.9 million contract ~ uncrewed Apollo Command and
toprovide the Apollo If Lunar Service Module to orhit

Module

18 Nov. 20, 1967 Apollo 8:

Il Nov. 7, 1963 NASA conducts  Crew for orhital mission around
apad abort testwithan Apollo  moon announced
capsule test article
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I 0ct. 11, 1968 Apollo 7: Crew
makes (63 orhits around Earth

I8l Dec. 2!, 1968 Apollo 8: Crew
orhits moon 10 times

I8 Jan. 9, 1969 Apollo I1: Grew
forinaugural moon landing
announced

i@ July 20, 1969 Apollo II: Neil
Armstrang and Buzz Aldrin land
inthe Sea of Tranquility




Graphic by THOR Studio; reporting by Cat Hofacker
Sources: NASA; SpaceX
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1 Exploration Flight Test-I; NASA awards SpaceXa (2 SpaceX to fest fransferring
Uncrewed Orion capsule orbits Earth fwice  $2.9 hillion contract to provide a Starship ~ propellant between two Starship
and splashes down, despite no national lander for the Artemis IIl landing spacecraft in low-Earth orhit

commitment yet to return to the moon . _
5 Artemis |: Space Launch & Artemis Il SLS

2 Vice PresidentMike ~ System rocket debuts by sending an tolaunch crew around the moon in
Pence announces plan to return fo the unoceupied Orion capsule around the program’s first occupied flight

moon in 2024* moon and home :
° Artemis I1l: Two

3 NASA conducts a 6 Artemis Il crew astronauts, including one woman, are to
launch abort test with an Orion capsule announced land in the lunar south pole

test article
*later shifted to 2026
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