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Govt lauds astronaut
in special LS debate

Snehashish Roy

NEW DELHI: A special discussion
in the Lok Sabha on Indian
astronaut Shubhanshu Shukda’s
expedition to the International
Space Station (ISS) began on
Monday with Union minister of
state for science and technology
Jitendra Singh underscoring the
mission’s significance for the
country’s space ambitions and
its grassroots application. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi met
Shukla later on Monday.

‘The special discussion in Par-
liament, which was scheduled
for three hours, was interrupted
after Singh’s speech due to the
Opposition’s uproar over the
special intensive revision (SIR)
of Bihar's electoral rolls and
alleged electoral irregularities.

‘Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
lauded Shukla’s achievement,
even as he noted that the Opposi-
tion should have participated in
the special session. "Since the
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ster Narendra Modi meets Group Captain

Shubhanshu Shukla in New Delhi on Monday. DPRPMO

amount compared to other mis-
sions across the world.” he said,
adding that India has specialised
in cost-effective missions by sub-
stituting financial constraints
with “intellectual and cerebral
Tespurces”.

Among the four astronauts on
board Axiom-4, the Union min-
ister said Shukla was entrusted
with a crucial six-part scientific
programme. “The instruments

inthe special discussion, let me
say how proud all Indians are of
the recent mission of Com-
mander Shubhanshu Shulda to
the International Space Station
(1SS). It served as a stepping
stone to our nation’s own
human spaceflight program,
Gaganyaan,” he said on X.
Singh said Shukla's research
workaboard the ISS, carried out
under the Axiom-4 mission, was
closely linked to India’s upcom-
ing Gaganyaan mission. “During
PM Modi’s 2023 US visit, there
was a proposal to have one
astronaut from India in the
international space mis-
sion...The mission cost us only
2548 crore, which is a very small

in the smdy P
inIndia, with a whole-of-govern-
‘ment approach. The study was
done by an Indian, but the whole
world will benefit from this, real-
ising the ‘Vishwa Bandhu'
(friend o[ﬂwworld)npp[mrll of
India,” he sai

The ls!er emphasised that
Shukla's mission will srengthen
India’s international collabora-
tions, future docking and
undocking exercises foriis own
space siation and also advance
the grassroots applications of
space research. "..Today, we
presented the proof of having
water on the Moon and we are
the first to reach its southern
pole through the Chandrayaan-3
mission,” he said. “India is no

longer a follower. It beckons off-
ersto follow,

‘The discussion, titled ‘India’s
First Astronaut Aboard The ISS
~ Critical Role of Space Pro-
gramme For Viksit Bharat by
2047, was projected by the gov-
ernment as a message to the
world on India’s achievements in
space. However, it unfolded
amid loud protests by Opposi-
tion MPs, who continued their
agitation over SIR.

In a sharp rebuke, Singh
responded 1o the disruption,
“You seem to be miffed by land,
skyand now by the space. Today,
what the Opposition is doing is
their expression of anger
towards themselves for their
failure in every plan.” Taking a
dig at placard-waving MPs, e
, “Right now, I am in space,
these posters won't reach there.”

Quoting from Ahmad Faraz’s
Urdu poem, he said, “Kis kis ko
sunaye hum tumhare shorgul ka
sabab, tu mujhse naraz hai, to
Shubhanshu ke liye aa. (To who-
everwould I speak of the uproar
if you are displeased with me,
then join for the sake of Shub-
hanshu)”
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