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Hindustan Times:

FIRST VOICE.LAST WORD.

{ AXIOM-4 MISSION } WITH SHUBHANSHU SHUKLA ON BOARD

Return unlikely before July 14: ESA

Snehal Fernandes

MUMBAL: The European Space
Agency (ESA) has suggested
that the Axiom-4 (Ax-4) mission
crew currently on board the
International Space Station
(15S) will not return to earth
before July 14.

“This makes the AX~4 mission,
comprising mission com-
mander Peggy Whitson, mis-
sion pilot Group Captain Shub-
hanshu Shukla, and mission
specialists Slawosz
Uznariski-Wisniewski and Tibor
Kapu, extend their stay on the
lower orbit laboratory beyond
the stipulated 14 days. There
was no public confirmation
from Isro on the return date.
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Shubhanshu Shukla

While the Falcon rocket with
the SpaceX Dragon s acecraft
capsule Grace lifted off to space
on June 25, it docked with the
185 after 28 hours on June 26.
iven that the crew started
their scientific investigations
from June 27,14 days will end
on July 10. With ESA indicating
July 14 as the earliest date for
their return, the space agency in
amedia advisory said the return

of ESA project astronaut
Slawesz Uznanski-Wisniewski
will take place not earlier than
14th July to Cologne, Germany,
home of the European Astro-
naut Centre (EAC). “Please note
that the date is not yet con-
firmed and depends on the
undocking of the Dragon space-
craft,”read the statement

ESA also said shordy after
arrival Slawosz will be brought
to ESA's ‘envihab’ facility that
provides a crucial hub for
debriefing, medical monitoring
and rehabilitation after mis-
sions.

“ESA’s space medicine team...
will monitor Slawasz as he rea-
dapis to Earth’s gravity with a
dedicated recovery pro-
gramme,” the statement read.
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