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{ AX-4 MISSION }

Isro, NASA to perform
five joint experiments

Snehal Fernandes
justant

MUMBAL: Indian Space Research
Organisation (Isro) and NASA
will jointly undertake five exper-
iments during the 14-day AX-4
mission to the International
Space Station (ISS) scheduled
early next month with astronaur
Shubhanshu Shukla aboard a
SpaceX Dragon spacecraft.

‘These five experiments will be
in addition to the seven micro-
gravity research experiments on
the mission planned by India.
‘The SpaceX Falcon 8 racket will
launch the Ax-4 crew aboard a
SpaceX Dragon spacecraft on
June 8at911am (EST), which is
around 6.40 pm IST from
NASA's Kennedy Space Centre in
Florida

On Tuesday evening, the over-
view of the upcoming mission,
which is a NASA approved pri-
vate spaceflight, was spelt in a
teleconference by Axiom Space
Incand NASA

Air Force Group Captain
Shukla, 39, will become the first
Indian to visit ISS, in what will
mark the nation’s return to
human spaceflight after four
decades. “The five joint Isro-
NASA experiments are on the
human research programme.
Shubhanshu Shukla will partici-
pate in them. These are different
from the seven experiments that
are biological,” said Sudeesh
Bakan, project director, Isro, add-
ing that Shukla has practised in
various simulations to prepare
him physically and psychalogi-
cally.

Seven experiments proposed
by various national R&D labora-
tories and academic institutions
range from studying the impact
of microgravity radiation in 1SS
on edible microalgae and sprout-
ing salad seeds in space to ana-
lysing human interaction with
electronic displays in micrograv-
ity and the impact of micrograv-

ity on growth and yield parame-
tersin food crop seeds.
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