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Rashid
Rover 2 to

be launched
in 2026

DUBAI
BY SAJILA SASEENDRAN
Chief Reporter

haikh Hamdan Bin Mo-

hammad Bin Rashid Al

Maktoum, Crown Prince
of Dubai, Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of De-
fence, and Chairman of The
Executive Council of Dubai,
vesterday announced the
launch of Rashid Rover 2, the
UAE’s second mission to the
moon’s surface, by an Amer-
ican company in 2026.

“] witnessed the signing
of a strategic agreement be-
tween MBRSC and US-based
Firefly Aerospace to provide
the payload delivery services
for the Rashid 2 Rover, as part
of the Emirates Lunar Mission
scheduled for 2026. The mis-
sion is set to make the UAE
only the second country in
history to attempt a landing
in the moon’s far side, plac-
ing the nation at the forefront
of space exploration,” Shaikh
Hamdan posted on X. “Our
objective is not only to reach
new destinations in space,
but o generate meaningful
knowledge that contributes
to humanity’s understanding
of the universe,” he added.

Far side of the moon

Under the strategic agree-
ment, the Rashid 2 Rover will
be deployed to the far side of
the moon on Firefly Aero-
space’s Blue Ghost lander
stacked on the Elytra Dark
orbital vehicle. The Rashid
2 Rover will join Blue Ghost
Mission 2, in 2026, along-
side payloads from Australia,
the European Space Agency
(ESA), and Nasa.
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