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International deep space
group founded in Anhui

By ZHAO LEI
zhaolei @chinadaily.com.cn

The International Deep Space
Exploration Association, the
world’s first sci-tech organization
dedicated to deep space explora-
tion, came into being in Hefei,
capital of Anhui province, on
Monday.

More than 100 scientists and
representatives from the China
National Space Administration,
the Ministry of Civil Affairs, the
Anhui provincial government, the
China Association for Science and
Technology and foreign embassies
in China took part in the organiza-
tion’s founding ceremony. 16 inter-
national entities, including the
United Nations Office for Outer
Space Affairs and the Internation-
al Astronautical Federation, and
more than 70 government agen-
cies, space organizations, research
institutes and universities around
the world sent congratulatory
messages to the event.

According to a media statement
published after the ceremony, the
IDSEA was jointly proposed by
four Chinese entities — the Deep
Space Exploration Laboratory, the
Lunar Exploration and Space Pro-
gram Center of the China National
Space Administration, the Chi-
nese Society of Astronautics and
the Chinese Society of Space
Research — and the French initia-
tive “Planetary Exploration, Hori-
zon 2061"

After over two years of prepara-

tion and with endorsements from
20 Chinese academicians and 31
foreign scientists, the association
received approval from the State
Council, China's Cabinet, in April
and has registered with the Minis-
try of Civil Affairs as an independ-
ent, nonprofit international
scientific organization. It has also
become the first international
organization to be headquartered
in Anhui.

The statement noted that Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has attached great
importance to the development of
deep space exploration. He has
emphasized that space explora-
tion is a shared endeavor of
humanity and urged steady
advancement in interplanetary
exploration, it said, adding that
the association’s establishment
represents a concrete step in meet-
ing these requests.

During the conference, the asso-
ciation’s charter was approved,
and its first council was elected,
with Wua Weiren, chief designer of
China’s lunar exploration program
and an academician of the Chinese
Academy of Engineering, as the
inaugural president.

The organization will focus on
lunar exploration, interplanetary
missions, mitigating asteroid haz-
ards and other relevant fields.

The association’s founding
marks a significant milestone in
China’s  international  space
exchange and cooperation, and
represents joint efforts of innova-
tion in the global space community.
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