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Young Astronaut Training Camp 2025 candidates take an oath before Hong Kong Deputy Chief Secretary for Administration Cheuk Wing-hing
(left), during a send-off ceremony at the Hong Kong Science Museum in Tsim Sha Tsui on Tuesday. ADAM LAM / CHINA DAILY

HK students to experience space on mainland trip

By LILEIn Hong Kong
lilei @chinadailyhk.com

Thirty Hong Kong students from
28 secondary schools are set to expe-
rience the nation’s groundbreaking
space achievements firsthand
through a nine-day trip to the Chi-
nese mainland’s advanced aerospace
facilities, from Friday through Aug 2.

The fully funded trip is part of the
Young Astronaut Training Camp
2025, marking the 14th edition of the
program since its inception in 2009.
This year's itinerary includes visits to
top-tier research centers, satellite
launch sites, and astronomical
observatories.

The students — 16 girlsand 14 boys
—were selected during a competitive
three-round process that tested their
knowledge, teamwork, and problem-
solving skills.

At a send-off ceremony on Tues-
day, Deputy Chief Secretary for
Administration Cheuk Wing-hing
encouraged the participants to seize
the rare opportunity to learn about
space exploration.

He highlighted China’s recent
achievements in aerospace, such as
the successful launch of the Shen-
zhou XX manned spacecraft in April,
the Tianwen 2 asteroid sampling
mission in May, and the domestically
developed C919 passenger jet, which
began regular flights between
Shanghai and Hong Kong this year.

Cheuk emphasized Hong Kong's

growing contributions to national
space missions, citing last vears
selection of the city’s first payload
specialist and Hong Kong Polytech-
nic University’s key role in lunar
exploration, especially the historic
sample retrieval from the far-side of
the moon.

“Hong Kong is honored to contrib-
ute to the nation’s aerospace endeav-
ors,” Cheuk said, adding that these
milestones inspire the city to
strengthen aerospace innovation
and technology education and nur-
‘ture research talent.

Coorganized by the Leisure and
Cultural Services Department and
the Chinese General Chamber of
‘Commerce, Hong Kong (CGCC) —
which contributed HK$1.2 million
($152,870) this year — the program
also receives backing from the Hong
Kong Space Museum and the Bei-
jing-Hong Kong Academic
Exchange Centre.

Since 2009, over 400 Hong Kong
students have participated in the
program.

CGCC Chairman Jonathan Choi
Koon-shum said the chamber has
long supported initiatives aimed at
cultivating future business leaders
and talent across various fields.

Choi urged students to draw inspi-
ration from Chinas manned space
program, emphasizing how team-
work drives ambitious achieve-
ments. “This experience will help
unlock your potential, inspire your

growth, and benefit your future
careers,” he said.

During their trips to Beijing, as
well as Jiuquan and Xi'an in north-
west China, the students will visit
cutting-edge facilities, such as Bei-
jing Aerospace City, the Xinglong
Observatory of the National Astro-
nomical Observatories, and the Jin-
quan Satellite Launch Center.

For the first time, the China
National Space Administration’s
Space Debris Observation and Data
Application Center will open its
doors to young visitors, offering fresh
insights into the nations space
research.

Timothy Ho Man-hung, curator of
the Hong Kong Space Museum, said
participants will experience astro-
naut-training simulations, including
zero-gravity exercises and space-suit
trials. They will also attend lectures
by aerospace experts, and engage in
hands-on activities like model rocket
launches.

A sharing session is scheduled on
Sept 2 at the Hong Kong Space
Museum.

Ho said the program is aimed at
inspiring Hong Kong’s young people
to pursue careers in science and tech-
nology, while deepening their appre-
ciation of the nations space
achievements.

He said the program is regularly
updated based on feedback from pre-
vious participants, helping create &

Among the participants is Anson
Chung, a Form 2 student whose pas-
sion for space was sparked by Star
Wars movies and science fiction. At
age 8, she joined a junior astronaut
program in the United States, and
now hopes to learn more about the
mainland’s aerospace advancements.

“When 1 was young, 1 only heard
about NASA (The National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration of
the United States) — it felt so distant,”
Chung said.

She expressed admiration for Lin
Yang, China’s first female taikonaut
in space, whose 15-year journey
serves as an inspiration.

Wong Ka-hei, a Form 6 student,
said he developed an interest in aero-
space over a decade ago, wondering
if ordinary people could one day
design their own spacecraft.

He looks forward to visiting CNSA
Space Debris Observation and Data
Application Center, where he hopes
to learn how Chinese scientists use
advanced technology to track orbital
debris.

“This program allows us to visit
restricted facilities and hear directly
from professors — it’s an extraordi-
nary opportunity,” Wong said.

He admires Gui Haichao, China’s
first payload specialist aboard the
Tiangong space station, saying that
Gui's civilian background — an engi-
neering professor from Beihang Uni-
versity — makes space exploration

feel more ibl
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