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Seminar explores Hong Kong’s space tech potential

By OSWALD CHAN in Hong Kong
oswald@chinadailyhk.com

A seminar held on Friday called
on the Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region to seize opportu-
nities unleashed by the
development of the new space
economy, while stressing the need
for institutional reforms and stra-
tegic governance.

Organized by the Federation of
Hong Kong Industries (FHKI) and
the City University of Hong Kong’s
Department of Public and Interna-
tional Affairs, the event gathered
government officials, academic
scholars and business leaders to
discuss a research report on Hong
Kong's development prospects in
the new space economy.

The report challenges the tradi-
tional views that space-related
technologies are solely linked to
basic science and military applica-
tions. Instead, it advocates consid-
ering the new space economy as a
new economic discipline, saying
that the commercialization of vari-
ous space-related technologies can
generate significant and long-term
economic and societal benefits.

The report says that Hong Kong
should prioritize developing core
space technologies such as satel-
lites, drones, sensors, precision and
lean manufacturing, as well as
robotics design. Space technologies

can also be applied in new materi-
als science, urban agriculture, eco-
logical management, and
environmental technology.

Furthermore, Hong Kong should
leverage its expertise in law and
finance to offer international dis-
pute resolution and financial servi-
«ces for space-related enterprises.

Ge Ming, Hong Kong's commis-
sioner for industry (innovation and
technology) and a mechanical and
automation engineering expert,
concurred with the findings.

“If Hong Kong wants to propel
innovation in technologies and
industries, it needs to strengthen
technology commercialization so
that Hong Kong’s current niches
can be transformed into economic
outcomes — optimizing our eco-
nomic structure, pushing the I&T
industry forward, and achieving
high-quality economic and societal
development;” he said.

Li Lishuai, associate vice-presi-
dent (strategic research) at
CityUHK, said, “This report actual-
lv  highlights Hong Kongs
strengths in space science and
engineering talent as well as finan-
cial and legal expertise, and Hong
Kong can leverage these through
public and private university col-
laboration and investment in inno-
vation and research.”

FHKI Chairman Steve Chuang
Tzu-hsiung said that the develop-

ment of the space economy can ele-
vate Hong Kong’s manufacturing
capabilities and drive the growth of
advanced industries.

“With collaboration across gov-
ernment, industry, academia,
research and investment sectors,
Hong Kong should establish a foot-
hold in the global value chain of the
new space economy. We urge the
administration to formulate a dedi-
cated policy related to the develop-
ment of the space economy” he
said.

The report also highlights chal-
lenges faced by Hong Kong in cul-
tivating the new space economy.
Many young local professionals
are reluctant to pursue careers in
engineering and basic sciences,
and there is a lack of incentives
and support from top universities
to drive forward the commerciali-
zation of space-related technolo-
gies.

The report warns that geopoliti-
cal tensions between China and the
United States, along with potential
US sanctions against Chinese com-
panies, may discourage local tech-

nology companies and
entrepreneurs from engaging in
space-related industries.

from others
Alfred Ho Tat-kei, chair professor
at the CityUHK’s Department of
Public and International Affairs,

said that Hong Kong can learn
from the models established by the
US Office of Space Commerce and
Singapore’s Office for Space Tech-
nology and Industry. These agen-
cies foster interdepartmental
coordination and cross-sector part-
nerships to develop the new space
economy.

The SAR government can con-
sider establishing a dedicated
department or office to lead and
facilitate initiatives in this sector,
the report says.

Ho added, “The space economy
is more than what is happening in
the aerospace and space research
and development. Technology
applications and technology servi-
ces related to the space economy
are great opportunities for Hong
Kong’s reindustrialization. It is
important to connect space tech-
nologies with the real economy”

The report also suggests cross-
border collaboration between
Hong Kong and the Chinese main-
land. Hong Kong should forge clos-
er relationships with Hainan
province and Yangjiang in Guang-
dong province, where the country’s
commercial rocket and satellite
launch sites are located. Closer ties
should also be sought with Guang-
zhou's Nansha district, home to the
research base of commercial space-
flight and satellite launch service
provider CAS Space.
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