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Youths called on
to work overseas
as volunteers

Nation’s new astronauts include
one each from Hong Kong, Macao

ByZHAO LEI in Beffing
and LT BINGCUN and
WU KUNLING in Hong Kong

China has selected 10 new astro-
nauts, including two from the
country’s Hong Kong and Macao
special administrative regions,
according to the China Manned
Space Agency.

The agency saidin a news release
on Tuesday that the newly selected
astronauts — eight spacecraft
pilots and two science payload spe-
cialists — are the fourth group of
members at the Astronaut Center
of China, located in a northwestern
suburb of Beijing.

Both of the science payload spe-
cialists were chosen from appli-
cants from Hong Kong and Macao,
it noted.

1t is the first time that people
from the two special administrative
regions have had the opportunity to
join the counttry’s astronaut group.

Hong Kong media reparted ear-
lier that the selected applicant
from the city is Lai Kaving, a
female chief inspector of the Hong
Kong Police Force. The informa-
tion has yet to be confirmed by the
Cl Manned Space Agency,
which usually does ot disclase the
names of new astronauts.

Hong Kong Chief Executive
John Lee Ka<chiu said on Tuesday
that the inclusion of a Hong Kong
specialist in the fourth-generation
astronaut group is an “extremely
inspiring and uplifting develop-
ment”, He called it a glorious mile-
stone in the history of the SAR and

its residents.

He thanked the central govern-
ment for including Hong Kong can-
didates in the selection, which he
said is a show of suppart for the
SARS scientific and technological

unique status under the “one
country, two systems” principle,
reflects the nation's strong sup-
port and encouragement for Hong
Kong's science sector, and
acknowledges the research capa-
bilities of scientists in the SAR.

‘The city will provide unwavering
support to its scientists to make
greater contributions to national
science projects, he added.

The Macao SAR government
said on Tuesday that the central
government's move sends a power-
ful message of encouragement to
young people in the city.

It added that Macao is commit-
ted to actively promoting the city’s
aerospace technology and its inte
gration with other sectors, in order
to facilitate the SAR' high-quality
economic development

Next, the new astronauts are
scheduled to start systematic and
comprehensive training at the ceter.

Along with theadvances ininter-
national cooperation in China’s
manned space programs, foreign
nationals will also be selected to be
trained as astronauts and take
part in missions to China’s Tian-
gong space station, according to
the agency.

Huang Weifen, chief trainer of
Chinese astronauts, said that the

final-list applicants from Hong Kong
and Macao have passed several
rounds of selection procedures, ran-
gingfrom physical and psychological
examinations to spaceflight-related
skill tests.

The astronauts will be tasked
with serving inside the Tiangong
space station as well as fulfilling
the nation’s manned missions to
the moon, she added.

Noting that the spacecraft pilots
in the fourth group of astronauts
have been chosen from aviators
serving in the Chinese armed for-
ces, Huang said this isthe first time
that pilots from the Ground Force
and Navy of the People’s Liberation
Army have been given an opportu-
nity to become astronauts. Previ-
ausly, only aviators from the PLA
Air Force had such a chance.

China started selecting the coun-
trysfourth generation of astronauts
in October 2022,

Generally speaking, an astro-
naut will be cleared for his or her
first spaceflight after about two-
and-a-half years of training, but
that is subject to mission plans
and developments, according to
space officials.

Before the fourth group, China
had 39 astronauts from three gener-
ations. Among them, 22 have taken
part in 13 flight missions, induding
the latest, Shenzhou XVIIL Several
in the first generation who had nat
taken part in any spaceflights during
their service have already retired.
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