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On location in Britain's  
newest Dark Sky Reserves

SECRETS OF THE UNIVERSE'S BIGGEST STARS

TAKE YOUR FIRST 

PHOTOS OF THE 

MILKY WAY

SKYLAB'S 50TH 

ANNIVERSARY

SHEDDING NEW LIGHT ON  

DART'S ASTEROID IMPACT 

HOW WE KNOW THAT 

EARTH ISN'T FLAT

WHAT THE OLDEST LIGHT IN 

THE COSMOS CAN TELL US

Deep-sky delightsto dig up in Ursa Major this month

EXPLORE THE PLOUGH

MOORS & DALES



BULLETIN

by Chris Lintott
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NASA is on WUDFN�WR�SXW�WKH�ƅUVW�ZRPDQ�RQ�WKH�0RRQ�

ZLWKLQ�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�\HDUV��DIWHU�D�UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�LQLWLDO�

$UWHPLV�,�PLVVLRQ�IRXQG�QR�PDMRU�LVVXHV��

7KH�XQFUHZHG�$UWHPLV�,�ODXQFKHG�RQ����1RYHPEHU�

DQG��DIWHU�VHYHUDO�VFUXEEHG�ODXQFK�DWWHPSWV��SURYHG�

H[WUHPHO\�VXFFHVVIXO��1$6$�FDUHIXOO\�H[DPLQHG�WKH�

2ULRQ�FUHZ�FDSVXOH�DQG�GLVFRYHUHG�RQH�RI�WKH�IHZ�

SUREOHPV��WKH�FDSVXOHŝV�KHDW�VKLHOG�KDG�QRW�DEODWHG�

DV�SUHGLFWHG��DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�ZDV�VWLOO�PDUJLQ�IRU�HUURU�

1$6$�LV�FRQƅGHQW�LW�FDQ�UHPHG\�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�

PLQRU�VQDJV�DQG�VWD\�RQ�WUDFN�WR�ODXQFK�WKH�ƅUVW�

FUHZHG�WHVW��$UWHPLV�,,��LQ�1RYHPEHU�������$W�WKH�HQG�

RI�0DUFK��WKH�ƅYH�FRUH�VWDJHV�RI�WKH�6SDFH�/DXQFK�

6\VWHP��6/6��URFNHW�ZHUH�FRQQHFWHG�WRJHWKHU�DQG�

DUH�GXH�WR�EH�VKLSSHG�WR�WKH�.HQQHG\�6SDFH�&HQWHU�

WKLV�VXPPHU��$URXQG�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�2ULRQ�FUHZ�

DQG�VHUYLFH�PRGXOHV�ZLOO�EH�MRLQHG�WRJHWKHU�UHDG\�WR�

EH�VWDFNHG�ZLWK�WKH�6/6�LQ�WKH�ƅUVW�TXDUWHU�RI�������

,I�DOO�JRHV�ZHOO�RQ�WKDW�WHVW�ƆLJKW��WKH�ƅUVW�ODQGLQJ�

PLVVLRQ��$UWHPLV�,,,��VKRXOG�IROORZ�DURXQG�D�\HDU�

:H�GRQŝW�KDYH�WR�

ZDLW�IRU�$UWHPLV�,,�

WR�JHW�H[FLWHG�E\�

PLVVLRQV�WR�WKH�

0RRQ��DV�D�ZKROH�

ƆHHW�RI�VPDOO��

URERWLF�PLVVLRQV�DUH�

KRSLQJ�WR�UHDFK�WKH�

OXQDU�VXUIDFH�LQ�

������%XLOW�E\�

FRPPHUFLDO�

FRPSDQLHV�EXW�SDLG�

IRU�E\�1$6$��VHYHUDO�

RI�WKHVH�DUH�

H[SORULQJ�QHZ�

WHUULWRU\�RU�GRLQJ�

QHZ�WKLQJV��,0���

ZLOO�WRXFK�GRZQ�RQ�

WKH�HGJH�RI�D�FUDWHU�

QHDU�WKH�OXQDU�VRXWK�

SROH��ZKHUH�IXWXUH�

DVWURQDXWV�DUH�OLNHO\�

WR�JR��,W�ZLOO�EH�

MRLQHG�E\�,0����ZLWK�

D�GULOO�WR�ORRN�IRU�

ZDWHU�LFH�XQGHU�WKH�

VXUIDFH��3HUHJLQH���

ZLOO�VWXG\�WKH�0RRQŝV�

H[RVSKHUH��WKH�

FORVHVW�WKLQJ�LW�KDV�

WR�DQ�DWPRVSKHUH��

DQG�-DSDQ�DQG�,QGLD�

DUH�SODQQLQJ�OXQDU�

WULSV�WRR��)URP�

WKHVH�PLVVLRQV�

ZHŝOO�OHDUQ�SOHQW\��

ZLWKRXW�SXWWLQJ�

D�VLQJOH�ERRWSULQW�

RQ�OXQDU�VRLO��

Chris Lintott 

co-presents  

The Sky at Night

The first woman should set foot on the Moon the following year

DIWHUZDUGV��+RZHYHU��WKLV�WLPHOLQH�GHSHQGV�RQ�WKH�

SULYDWH�FRPSDQLHV�ZKLFK�DUH�SURYLGLQJ�VHYHUDO�NH\�

V\VWHPV�DOVR�SURJUHVVLQJ�RQ�WLPH��$PRQJ�WKHVH�LV�

WKH�6WDUVKLS�+XPDQ�/DQGLQJ�6\VWHP��+/6��IURP�

6SDFH;��ZKLFK�ZLOO�UHQGH]YRXV�ZLWK�2ULRQ�HQ�URXWH�

WR�WKH�0RRQ�WKHQ�FDUU\�WKH�FUHZ�WR�WKH�OXQDU�

VXUIDFH��7KH�ƅUVW�WHVW�ƆLJKW�RI�WKH�6WDUVKLS�V\VWHP�

LV�H[SHFWHG�WKLV�$SULO�

2QFH�RQ�WKH�VXUIDFH��WKH�FUHZ�ZLOO�UHO\�RQ�QHZ�

VSDFHVXLWV�XQGHU�GHYHORSPHQW�E\�$[LRP�6SDFH��

ZKLFK�ZHUH�GHEXWHG�WKLV�0DUFK��7KHVH�DUH�

GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�PRUH�FRPIRUWDEOH�DQG�ƆH[LEOH��DQG�

DFFRPPRGDWH�D�EURDGHU�UDQJH�RI�ERG\�VKDSHV�

WKDQ�H[LVWLQJ�VXLWV��ş$[LRPŝV�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�

VSDFHVXLWV�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�HQDEOH�WKH�ƅUVW�ZRPDQ�WR�

ZDON�RQ�WKH�0RRQ��EXW�WKH\�ZLOO�DOVR�RSHQ�

RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�PRUH�SHRSOH�WR�H[SORUH�DQG�

FRQGXFW�VFLHQFH�RQ�WKH�0RRQ�WKDQ�HYHU�EHIRUH�Š�

VD\V�1$6$�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�%LOO�1HOVRQ�

www.nasa.gov/artemisprogram 

Comment

Artemis II on track for 2024

S Plans are coming together, with the rocket stages now connected and the debut of new comfy spacesuits

The latest astronomy and space news, written by Ezzy Pearson
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