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Marbled
masterpiece

LENA DELTA RESERVE, RUSSIA

This is what Russia looks like from
above. Well, part of it. Specifically,
the Lena Delta Nature Reserve on
the northern edge of Siberia. And
while it may look like an artwork
created by marbling, it's actually
animage, captured by NASA's
Landsat 7 satellite, which was
retired in June.

Landsat 7's mission was to
monitor Earth's land, surface
waters and coastlines to track
changes and supply data to
climate scientists. Praised as the
mostaccurately calibrated
Earth-observing satellite when
itlaunched in April 1999, it spent
the next 26 years capturing
images of Earth, like this one,
using a multispectral scanning
radiometer, known as the
Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus
(ETM+) instrument.

During the approximately 9,000
days it spentcircling our planet,
Landsat 7 took over 3 million
images — including one of the
World Trade Centre just after the
9/ attacks. But after logging over
6 billion km in orbit (around 3.7
billion miles), it's come to the end
of its working life. With the
batteries drained and
communication systems silenced,
Landsat 7 will now drift above
Earth for 55 years before burning
up as it reenters our atmosphere.
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