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Galaxy ' e
smash-up B .

NGC5953 §NGC5954

Captured by the Hubble
Space Telescope, these two
galaxiesare caughtina
dangerous dance that will
culminate — at some point
inthe very, very distant
future — in their merging.
They're likely to have been
dancing for the last billion
yearsand it could be
another billion before
they become one.

“These are two galaxies
having a bad day,” says Prof
Chris Lintott, astronomer at
the University of Oxford
and presenter for BBC
Four’s The Sky At Night.
“Named NGC5953 and
NGC5954, these two spiral
galaxies are colliding, and
you can see material from
NGC5954 being twisted
and distorted by the
gravitational pull of its
neighbour.”

While these collisions are
common between smaller
galaxiesinthe Universe, a
merger of this size is “once
in alifetime,” says Lintott.

We know that our own
Milky Way will experience a
similar collision in around
five billion years’ time, with
our neighbouring galaxy
Andromeda.
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