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DISCOVERIES

Data crunch

On 25 July, an asteroid dubbed 2019 OK passed  hurtling past. NASA tracks all near-Earth
C LO S E within 72,000km of the Earth - that’s much objects (NEOs) that are larger than 1km across
closer to us than the Moon. It was one of the and has mapped more than 90 per cent of
C ALLS closest asteroid flybys ever recorded but was them. This graphic shows all of the NEOs that
only identified as such just hours before have passed our planet in the last 12 months.
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Each circle is a near-Earth object

Size to scale = im iameter
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Colour = velocity (km/h)

(object velocity relative to Earth)
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