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HUBBLE ILLUMINATES
A DARK, DUSTY PILLAR

The updated
photo
celebrates
the space

telescope’s
35th birthday.

Looking like a bird ready to
take flight from atop a post,
this dusty filament within
the Eagle Nebula (M16)
appears in intricate detail

as seen by the Hubble Space
Telescope. The nebula lies
some 7,000 light-years away
and surrounds an open star
cluster. This pillar stretches
9.5 light-years long and is
composed of cold dust and
hydrogen gas, which serve as
material to create new stars.
These stars generate power-
ful winds and ultraviolet
light, which have eroded
the cloud into its current
shape. Eventually the entire
tendril will be destroyed by
the radiation from ongo-
ing star formation. The
colors highlight different
wavelengths of emission.
Blue is from ionized oxygen,
red is hydrogen, and orange
is starlight that has cut
through the dust. This photo
was taken in 2005, but was
reprocessed and released in

celebration of Hubble’s con-
tribution to science over the
past 35 years. —SAMANTHA HILL
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BLAZE OF GLORY

In 2020, the Zwicky Transient
Facility caught a flash of
light when a planet was
swallowed by its star.

New data from the James
Webb Space Telescope
show the star did not swell
in old age to engulf the
planet; instead, the planet
gradually fell closer and
plunged to its doom.

POLAR FLIGHT

The private Fram2 mission
launched March 31to a
polar orbit, making its

crew the first astronauts

to fly over Earth's poles.

The mission lifted off on a
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from
Kennedy Space Center and
splashed down April 4.

DRAGONFLY GREENLIT
NASA announced April 24
that the Dragonfly mission
has passed its critical design
review, paving the way for its
construction. The nuclear-
powered quadcopter drone
will explore Saturn's moon
Titan, studying whether it
could harbor life.
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