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 M Y S T E R I E S  of 
the   H U M A N  B O D Y

S P E C I A L  I S S U E

WHY THERE COULD  
BE SUPERBUGS IN  

YOUR KIMCHI

HOW UKRAINE’S  
DRONE ARMY IS 

CHANGING WARFARE

NOBEL WINNER  
JIM PEEBLES ON  
THE FUTURE OF  

COSMOLOGY

The 7 strangest aspects of your biology – and why they matter

Why you need  
to care about your  

gut fungi

Do human 
pheromones really 

exist?

How your  
blood type affects  

your health

What are taste  
receptors doing in  

your heart?

Why do we  
live so long after 

menopause?

Why cells from  
your family linger in 

your body

The surprising  
benefits of being so 

asymmetrical

PLUS GIANT OUANTUM VORTEX 
ARE PEOPLE IN HILLY TOWNS HEALTHIER?  
THE SCIENCE BEHIND FLUFFY PANCAKES 
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Diagnosis delay

Endometriosis takes 

six years to be spotted 

by doctors  p9

Saviour in the sea

Seaweed may help 

avert global famine 

after nuclear war  p10

Health boost

Mild haemophilia 

may add an extra year 

or two to life  p13

Predator rethink

Megalodon was 

nothing like a giant 

great white shark  p15

Hard maths

An AI from Google 

DeepMind cracks 

geometry  p16

News

Asteroid dust ready 
for its close-up
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Space

This container holding samples 
from asteroid Bennu has finally 
been opened. A team at NASA’s 
Johnson Space Center in Texas 
removed two stubborn fasteners 
that had prevented access to 
material gathered by the OSIRIS-
REx sampler, which returned to 
Earth from Bennu in September. 
The rock particles, measuring up 
to about 1 centimetre across, 
will be analysed by scientists 
around the globe.


