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50 Yearsof .
Martian Invasions

1960

1980
1990

2000

Even before humans landed on Earth’s moon, we’d been

sending spacecraft to our closest planetary neighbor, Mars.
As these craft have flown past, orbited around, landed on,
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MISSIONS TO MARS

Each line below is color-coded
to represent one mission that
reached Mars, or failed in the
attempt; the type of mission;
and the country of origin.
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Flyby Lander Orbiter

Marsnik-1-Launched-1960

Mariner 4-1964

Mars 3-1971

Mars 6-1973

Viking 1,.Viking 2-1975
Phobos 21988

Mars Pathfinder-1996

Mars Odyssey. 2001

Mars:Express=2003
Spirit,.Opportunity- 2003

MSL Curiosity.-. 2011

and driven over the surface of Mars, there have been !

utter failures and spectacular successes. As NASA |
sets its sights on a manned Mars mission in the
2030s, we look back on mission history.

NOTABLE MISSIONS

Mariner 4

U.S. 1964

This flyby provided
the first close-up
photos of Mars.

*All Mars missions launched as of August 2016
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Mars 3

U.S.S.R. 1971

This was the first successful
lander, though it stopped
transmitting after 20 seconds.

ExoMars=2016
43 TOTAL MISSIONS*

SUCCESS
Russia/U.S.S.R.
United States
European Space Agency
NETED
China-Russia
India

FAILURE

Viking 1 &2

U.S. 1975

The first U.S. landers

on Mars returned color
images from the surface.



2001 Mars Odyssey
U.S. 2001

The orbiter is the
longest serving Mars
spacecraft.
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FAILURE TO LAND
Many missions launch
with several stages
planned. While an orbiter

might be successful, its
lander can fail; that’s been
the case with Mars 2,
Mars 6, Phobos 2,

and Mars Express.

Mars Express

ESA 2003

The lander was lost,
but the orbiter keeps
making images.

Mars Orbiter Mission
India 2013

India’s first Mars probe
carries imaging and
scientific instruments.





