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{ INDIA-US SPACE PARTNERSHIP }

Garcetti proposes to
build QUAD satellite

Prass Trust of Indi
lettenh

BENGALURU: US Ambassador to
India Eric Garcerti has proposed
10 develop a “QUAD satellite™
involving the partnership of
India and the US. During his ol
cial tripto Bengaluru on Friday,
he visited the Indian Space
Research Organisation (Isro)
headquarters and met with
chairman § Somanath and dis-
cussed the angoing cooperation
between India and the US in the
field of space.

In a statement, the space
agency said the US Ambassador
proposed the development of a
“QUAD satellite”. During the
meeting, the Isto chairman
pointed to the opportunity to
develop advanced detectors and
packaging with
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Eric Gareetti

urday shared how he was hon-
oured to meet the Isro chairman
and how they were committed to
further strengthening the part-
nership between India and USin
the field of space

“Honored to meet @ISRO
Chairman Dr S Somanath and
team! From advancing #NISAR
satellite to fostering human
spaceflight and promoting com-
mercial space endeavours, the
i :

US-India academic institutions.
He also emphasised the impor-
tance of building and standardis-
ing docking interfaces across
human space programs to ena-
ble the utilisation of space plat-
forms by other countries and
joining hands to build a naviga-
tion system on the moon, either
in orbit or on the surface.

Ina poston X, Garcetti on Sat-

stands strong and is advancing
our shared goals within the
#USIndia Initiative on Critical
:md Emerging Technology.” he

r\:l:um.mg to Isro, the diseus-

both countries’ murual interests
and shared goals in advancing
space science, technology. and

jing associations through
various Joint Working Groups,
Artemis Accord, NISAR, and the
use of the Laser Reflectometer
Array on Chandrayaan-3 also
figured in the discussions

Garcetti also inquired about
the role played by the depart-
ment of space in fostering com-
mercial space activities. Chair-
man Somanath elaborated on
this, saying that for the first time,
payload technology and space-
bound hardware are being built
in Indian facilities that are out-
side Isro labs. Isro plans to
source payloads and satellites
for its programmes from Indian
companies and enable them to
enter the global market.

Other talks included NASA's
participation in India’s proposal
for a G-20 satellite for environ-
ment and climate change, and
encouragement of cooperation
between commercial companies
from both countries for quicker
and more effective outcomes,
Gaganyaan cargo module as an
option for transfer of cargo to

Garcerti also expressed his
admiration for Isro’s accom-
plishments and its role in global

ration.
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