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Amid row, uncertainty looms over
Isro chief's autobiography release

HT Correspondent
Jetters ghingstantimes com

NEW DELHE Indian Space
Research Organisation (Isro)
i S Somanath has with-

chairperson
held the release of his autobiogra-

phy, whichwas earlier scheduled
for ater this week, after a contro-
versy erupted over some of his  successor. Somanath. however,
reportedly critical remarksabout  said: “I have not said in the book
his predecessor KSivan. that Dr Sivan prevented me from

intenti create  bacoming Isro chair 2

scomtroversor pingetanyndf The excerpts also reportedly
vidual" i discom-

wﬂlnﬂbelannd'ledasplanned._l
will take a decision on itlater.”
The excerps of hisautobiogra-
phy in Malayalam, Niavu Kudicha
Simhangal (ranslated as Lions
thatdrank the Moan), which were
released over the weekend in a
Kerala newspaper, suggested

fort with Sivan's decision not to
disclose the reasons behind the
a o <

September 7, however, the space
agency fell short as the Vikram
lander crashed on the lunar sur-
face. Whille the mission didn't
achieve its intended end, eight
equipment onboard orbiter has
been providing crucial data since.
The failure:

af velocity of the Vikram lander
developed a higher thrust than
intended. The intention was for
the Vikram lander to lose most of
its velocity by the time it was
around 400 metres from the lunar
surface and start Lhe process of
hoveri

landing on the lunar surface.

‘On September 2, 2019, the
lander module of Chandrayaan- 2
successfully detached from the
orbiter, to commence the ﬁnal

in Somanath’s promotion as his
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ing site to ensure a soft vertical
descent. The high velocity, how-
ever, caused it to crash on the
meoon’s surface. In the successful
Chandrayaan-3 s| the
engines for velnnty reduction
‘were downsized.
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