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First Saudi woman astronaut to fly to ISS this year

Mission aims to
empower national
capabilities in human
spaceflight

DUBAI
Gulf News Report

audi Arabia announced
Syesterday that it will be
sending the first Saudi
woman astronaut Rayyanah
Barnawi and a Saudi male as-
tronaut Ali AlQarmni to the In-
ternational Space Station (ISS)
during the second quarter of
2023, Saudi Press Agency (SPA)
reported. The two astronauts
will join the crew of the AX-2
space mission, set to take off
from the United States.
The mission, part of the
Saudi Human Spaceflight Pro-

gramme, aims to empower
national capabilities in human
spaceflight and contribute to
scientific research in wvarious
fields, including health, sus-
tainability, and space technol-
ogy-

The programme also seeks to
increase interest in STEM fields
and attract talented individuals
to develop human capital in the
country.

Abdullah Bin Amer Al Swa-
ha, Chairman of the Saudi
Space Commission, stated that
the Kingdom’s leadership is
committed to supporting the
space programme and contrib-
uting to scientific innovation in
the field of space sciences.

The CEO of the Saudi Space
Commission, Mohammad Bin
Saud Al Tamimi, expressed
gratitude for the support and
empowerment provided by the
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The Kingdom will
become one of the
few countries in the
world to have two
astronauts of the same
nationality aboard the
ISS simultaneously,
marking a historic
moment for the
country.

leadership, which has ena-
bled significant progress in the
Kingdom’s space sector.

This mission is also a symbol
of the country’'s competitive-
ness in technology, engineer-
ing, research, and innovation.
The Kingdom will become
one of the few countries in the
world to have two astronauts
of the same nationality aboard

the ISS simultaneously, mark-
ing a historic moment for the
country.

The Saudi Space Commis-
sion’s programme is in coop-
eration with a group of entities,
including the Ministry of De-
fence, Ministry of Sport, Gen-
eral Authority of Civil Aviation,
King Faisal Specialist Hospital
and Research Centre, and in-
ternational partners such as
Axiom Space, a leading provid-
er of human spaceflights and
space infrastructure develop-
ment in the USA.

The Saudi Human Space-
flight Programme is a compre-
hensive programme aimed at
training and qualifying expe-
rienced Saudis to participate
in future human spaceilights,
conduct scientific experiments,
and contribute to international
research.
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