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Enduring legacy

Nanjing exhibition chronicles China's
long love affair with jade cuLTURE. PAGE10

New oilfield
discovered in

Relay satellite readied for launch

By ZHAO LEI

Queqiao 2, or Magpie Bridge 2, a
relay satellite that will play a major
role in Chinas coming hunar explora-
tion missions, was transported to the
launch site on Friday, according to
the China National Space Adminis-
tration.

The administration said in a news
release that the spacecraft was car-
ried by an aircraft to Haikou Meilan
International Airport in the island
province of Hainan and was then
transported by road to Wenchang
Space Launch Center on the prov-
inces eastern coast.

The satellite will undergo pre-
launch tests at the launch center as
scheduled, the release said, adding
that once in orbit, it will relay signals

between ground control and the
Change 4, Chang’e 6, Chang'e 7 and
Chang'e § probes.

“Currently, the facilities at the
launch center are in good condi-
tion. Preparatory work is under-
way as planned. Quegiao 2 is
scheduled to be launched in the
first half of this year,” the adminis-
tration said.

Queqiao 2% predecessor, Que-
qiao 1, was launched by a Long
March 4C carrier rocket from the
Xichang Satellite Launch Center in
Sichuan province in May 2018 and
has been working for the country’s
lunar programs sinee then.

After the new relay satellite is in
orbit, the Change 6 spacecraft is
scheduled to land on the lunar sur-
face in the first half of this year
tasked with bringing back samples

from the moon'slittle-known far side.

Like its predecessor Chang'e 5, the
Chang'e 6 spacecraft cansists of four
components — an orbiter, lander,
ascender and reentry module.

The United States, the former Sovi-
et Union and China have brought
lunar samples back to Earth, but
none has ever obtained soil from the
far side of the moon.

Tidal forces on Earth slow the
moon's rotation to the point where
the same side always faces Earth.
The other side, most of which is nev-
er visible from Earth, is the moon's
far side.

Though the far side had been pho-
tographed by spacecraft, no probe
had ever touched down on it until
China's Changle 4 n, which
landed in the South Pole-Aitken
Basin in January 2019.

Changing target

Israel prepares to advance its
fighting in Gaza further south
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