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First panoramic images of Mars released

and the Chinese Acad-

marl
thelaunch of the Space Day of China
activities this year.

China celebrates April 24 as its
Space Day every year in honor of the
first Chinese satellite launched on
the date in 1970,

on the Tianwen 1's Martian orbiter
during its 284 remotesensing
from 2021 t0

order to produce the panoramas, the
orbiter had to fly around Mars witha
very high level of orbital accuracy.
“The panoramas were created by
piecing together many separate
images, so we must avoid gaps or

trol” he said. “In addition, we tried
many methods to figure out how to
guarantee the correct colors on the
images”

Zhang pointed out that the pano-
ramas have put an end to China’

July 2022,

‘They are expected to provide bet-
ter base maps to scientists and engi-
neers around the world to facilitate
research and planning for future
expeditions to Mars, the space
administration said.

Zhang Ronggqiao, chief designer of
the Tianwen 1 mission, said that in

‘on foreign base maps of

available to scientists, as wellas mem-
‘bers of the public, around the world.
Named after an ancient Chinese
poem, Tianwen 1 was launched on
July 23, 2020, and it became the

Tang Mingnan

country’s first inter-

A panoramic image
of Mars released by
the China National

Academy of Sciences
onMonday at acere-
mony in Hefei, Anhui
province.
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and have named

‘planetary exploration endeavor.

‘The spacecraft traveled about
475 million kilometers and earried
out several trajectory maneuvers
‘before entering the Martian orbit
in February 2021.

‘The Mars rover, Zhurong, named
after the god of fire in ancient Chi-
nese legend, touched down on the
planet in May 2021 and then began
to travel across the Martian surface
for scientific tasks.

Zhurong and Tianwen 15 orbiter,
‘which is traveling around Mars to
relay signals for the rover and also
ﬂmﬂucﬂng other scientific opera-

ing

22 of them after Chinese villages
that are steeped in historical and
cultural

heritage.

In another development, China
has gifted lunar samples retrieved
by the Chang’e 5 mission to Russia
and France to boost their lunar

during

visit to China in February 2022. In
return, Russia gave China a recipro-
cal amount from the 1970 Soviet

around 1,800
gphmurmwummmm
Zhurong has moved 1,921 meters on
Mars and is now in dormancy.

After studying the images and
data from Tianwen 1, Chinese sci-
mﬂstsmvnspuﬁn‘lam‘lw]miﬂerl

Lina ing President Xi
Jinping’s visit to Moscow this March.

During French President Emmanu-
el Macronss visit to China earlier this
month, 1.5 grams of lunar samples
‘were gifted to the European nation,
‘which has cooperated with China on.

for

many bodies 1

Space exploration for betterment of humankind

onday marked China’s
eighth Space Day, a day to
celebrate the country’s
achievements in
'space exploration and research,
‘and ponder how to carry for-
‘ward the spirit of space
exploration for the benefit
of humankind.
‘China designated
April 24as Space Day
in 2016 to mark the
Taunch of the coun-
ry’s first satellite,
Dongfanghong 1, 0n
‘the same day in 1970.
As the backbone of
theair space industry,
the General Design

the spirit of space explora-
tion, remains true to the

‘with the spirit of space
exploration,
melrsemeoldedimmaﬂaptarea.l&

ticapproach
picture, and promote innovation.

In fact, with solid cultural and spiritu-
al support, China is marching toward
bemnungaspampawerandupmmga
new

the new era. Also, thmxsanea‘lh)bm
the high-quality development of the

a
e adopted to further develop the space
industry and advance the overall
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national defense strategy, becausea
holistic approach would mobilize and
guide different sectors to take part in
and contribute to not only the space
industry’s development but also the
coordination and overall planning of
relevant activities.

China is building a strategic space sci-
ence and technology force, and promot-

ing innovations to strengthen the weak
links and advance cutting-edge technol-
‘ogies through rigorous research and
development in equipment need-
ed to build space labs, space
vehicles and other appara-
tus. But while doing so, the
nation needs to acceler-
ate the integration of
different facilities,

‘ness models for the
space industry.
These measures

and build the people into
a powerful global force to pave the way
for the rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation.
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