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Shenzhou
XVI crew

Space expert’s sharing
inspires SAR students

completes
1st spacewalk

By ZHAOLF1

The Shenzhou XVI crew mem-
‘bers completed their first spacewalk
on Thursday, installing and adjust-
ing camera devices outside the
Tiangong space s'aﬁ;:)l,aamrdjng

eral Jing Haipeng and spaceflight
engineer Colonel Zhu Yangzhu con-
ducted their eight-hour spacewalk
and returned to the Wentian science

Astronaut Zhu Yangzhu successfully steps out of the Wentian
science module on Thursday. Shenzhou XVI mission commander
Major General Jing Haipeng and spaceflight engineer Colonel Zhu
completed their eight-hour spacewalk and returned to the module
@t 9:40 DITL PROVIDED BY CHINA MANNED SPACE AGENCY

zhou VII mission in September
2008, which was his first spaceflight,
Jing stayed inside the spaceship to

module at 9:40 pm, the agency said  assist his fellow crew members, Zhai

ina news release. Zhigang and Lin Boming, who com-
This was the 13th car- China’s first

ried out by Chinese astronauts. On Thursday afterncon, Yang

Professor Gui Haichao, the third
member of the crew and the mis-
sions science payload specialist,
stayed inside the space station to pro-
vide support, the news release said.

During their spacewalk, Jing and
Zhu fulfilled a host of tasks, such as
mounting a support frame for a pan-
oramic camera outside the Tianhe
core module and unlocking and
moving two panoramic cameras
outside the Mengtian science mod-
ule, according to the agency.

Jing, who is on his fourth space-
flight, participated in a spacewalk
for the first time. During the Shen-

‘Yuguang, a senior space industry
observer and vice-chair of the Inter-
national Astronantical Federation’s
Space Transportation Committee,
had said that despite this being
Jings first spacewalk, he should
have no problem in completing the
operation because he is an experi-
enced astronaut and has been mis-
sion commander three times.

Jing has know-how about sophis-
ticated tasks and has al]um‘]am

in ha

Zhu was a teacher at the Space
Engineering University before he
became an astronaut, so he has
expertise in spacecraft engineering
‘and operations, Yang added.

‘The Shenzhou XVI crew arrived
at the Tiangong space station on
May 30 to take over the massive
orbital outpost from their Shenzhou
XV peers, who had stayed there for
six months.

Their journey is the debut flight of
China’s third ion of astro-
‘nauts. Zhu and Gui belong tothe third
generation. It is also the first time a
‘Chinese civilian has traveled to space,
as Gui is a nonmilitary astronaut.

Asof Thursday, Jing and his team

or risky situations, which will help
him when he carries out the space-
walk, Yang said.

‘have worked for 52 days and are in
good ition. They will live
inside the space station for around
five months and are scheduled to
Teturn to Earth in November.

By ATLAS SHAO in Hong Kong
atigsshao @chinadaibulk.com

Leading aerospace expert Zhao
Xiaojin encouraged Hong Kong
students to learn more about the
nation’s efforts to explore the uni-
verse and welcomed them to con-
tinue improving their skills and
contribute to the nations space
missions.

Zhzao, an academician with the
International Academy of Astro-
nautics, made the remarks at the
Hong Kong Book Fair on Thursday
during a book-sharing session,
which was attended by over 60
students and teachers from three
Hong Kong primary and second-
ary schools — Pui Kiu College,
Heung To Secondary School
(Tseung Kwan O) and HKFEW
‘Wong Cho Bau Secondary School.

Zhao introduced the audience
to his new book, which features
the development history and
achievements of Chinas space
technology. He and the book's pub-
lishers donated copies to the
schools.

During the activity, Zhao also
returned three paintings to Hong
Kong students who made and sent
them to national experts two years

ago.

In 2021, a team of the nation’s
top aerospace scientists visited
Hong Kong and gave lectures at
local universities and secondary
schools. Some students made
paintings about Chinas space
exploration missions and sent
them to the experts.

Later, the astronauts of the
Shenzhou XIII spacecraft took
three paintings with them into

space.

Zhao said he was pleased and
Thonored to come to Hong Kong to
chat with students after two years.
He spoke about the aerospace
industry and the importance of
developing it.

He mentioned that China’s aero-
space industry has become one of
the world’s most advanced in
recent years, and that with the Bei-
don Navigation Satellite System,
for example, China’s satellite navi-
gation industry has flourished,
now providing service to more
than 120 countries.

Zhao said that technological
competition in space and the
struggle for space dominance have
become a focal point among aero-
nautic powerhouses.

Unlike some Western countries’
advocacy of controlling space, Chi-
na aims to utilize space for peace-
ful purposes and to enhance the
‘well-being of humanity, he said.

Zhao also thanked Hong Kong

receive their painti

scientists for their contributions to
the aviation industry, including
the teams of professor Yung Kai-
leung and Wu Bo of Hong Kong
Polytechnic University, who have
undertaken important work in
China's lunar and Mars explora-
tion missions.

He called on the Hong Kong stu-

“We are waiting for you and
invite you to contribute to China’s
aerospace industry” he said.

Huang Ling-yuet, a sixth grader
at Pui Kiu College who helped
make the paintings, said the
exchange with national scientists
tWo years ago remains a vivid
memory and that she never
thought her painting would be
taken on Shemzhou XTI1. She said
that she felt honored.

Huang told China Daily that she
very much admires astronautsand
believes their work is amazing.

She said she participates in the
aerospace interest group at school
and mentioned that her sister
‘went 0 the aerospace base in Si-
chuan province some time ago.

Huang hopes in the future to
study an aerospace-related major
and engage in aerospace research
and development. She was thrilled
to get Zhaos book and his auto-

‘Yang Huan, amanheratm Kiu
College, said the sharing session
‘was very meaningful to Hong
Kong teenagers and that the book
may inspire young people to con-
tribute to the nation’s aerospace
development.

The students responded posi-
tively to the activity, were deeply
inspired by the persevering spirit
of the astronauts and can't wait to
read the book, she said.

She also mentioned that Pui Kiu
College organized activities to
inspire students’ love for aero-
space, to increase their under-
standing of the development and
achievements of the nation’s aero-
space achievements and to culti-
vate their national identity.

The sharing session was jointly
held by Sino United Publishing
and China Science and
Technology Corp.

Other guests at the meeting
included: He Jinhui, director of
the department of education and
science in the central govern-
ments liaison office; Ying Zhong-
‘wei, assistant president of Sino
United Publishing; and Mu Guo-
xin, secretary-general of the Fifth
Academy of China Aerospace Sci-
ence and Technology Corp.

‘were taken to space at ashar-

ing session on space exploration at the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre inWan Chai on Thursday. cALVIN NG /CHINA DAILY
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