Granny’s new world

Online series looks at elderly
‘woman’s journey of adventure
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Mainland,
Macao put
2 satellites
into orbit

China launched two science
satellites on Sunday afternoon
Jointly developed by scientists
from the mainland and Macao,
according to the China National
‘Space Administration.

‘The Macao Science Satellite 1A
and 1B were carried by a Long
March 2C carrier rocket that lift-
‘ed off at 4 pm from the Jinquan
‘Satellite Launch Center in north-
‘western China’s Gobi Desert.

The launch marks the 474th
mission of the Long March family
and Chinas 20th space launch
this year.

The satellite platforms were
designed and built by the China
Academy of Space Technology in
Bejjing and Northwestern Poly-
technical University in Xian,
Shaanxi provinee.

The two spacecraft are tasked
with obtaining data on different
layers of the Earth’s system in the
South Atlantic by detecting the
geomagnetic anomaly area;
studying the origin and evolution
of the geomagnetic field and the
geomagnetic inversion mecha-
‘mism; and drawing a high-preci-
sion and high-resolution
lithospheric geomagnetic map.

Their missions also include
providing basic data for resource
surveys and deep mineral devel-
opment, and obtaining high-en-
ergy electronic information on
the inner radiation zone over the
South Atlantic.

‘The scientific data will be used
to improve the operational safety
of spacecraft, space weather fore-
«casting and research, and studies
on the lithospheric magnetic
field and the origin of the geo-
‘magnetic field, the administra-
tion said in a news release.

The spacecraft are the worlds
first scientific satellites to be put
into a near-equatorial orbit to

Tthuuu:Mhnu«:Anunmy
anarea with a significantly weak-
ened geomagnetic field and asso-
ciated  increased radiation
activity. Tts center lies off the
coast of Brazil.

Researchers from the main-
land and Macao have worked
together in recent years to take
advantage of the nation’s space-
craft expertise to boost their stud-
jes and pmmuue spaceflight
knowledge in

In late Dacembe'r the Macao
Student Science Satellite 1, a
12-kilogram mini satellite, was
released into orbit by China’s
Tianzhou 5 cargo spacecraft. It is
tasked with helping students in

other spaceflight activities.
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