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Imaging satellite takes piggyback ride on spacecraft

By ZHAO LEI in Wenchang, Hainan
hadkei@chinadail

‘The first satellite designed and built
in China’s northeastern province of
Liaoning has been carried into space
by the Tianzhou 6 cargo spacecraft,
‘which was launched on Wednesday
night, according to the Dalian Univer-
sity of Technology.

Developed by the university in the
coastal city of Dalian, the Dalian 1-1i-
anli is a 17-kilogram mini Earth-ob-
servation satellite and is tasked with

and advanced satellite components,
the university said in a news release.

OpenHarmony is an open-source
version of HarmonyOS, a distributed
operating system developed by Hua-
‘wei Technologies Co.

The satellite wil also demonstrate

related to an ultralight

muktiple satellites deployer made
using 3D printing technology, the
releaseadded.

‘The major payload of the satellite is
a high-definition, multispectral cam-
era capable of generating images at
sub-meter resolution at low cost, said
of the university’s School of Aeronaut-
icsand Astronautics and the satellite’s

He said the satellite is attached to
the exterior of Tianzhou 6, and will
be deployed in orbit in due course.
Tt will then transmit data back to a
ground control station at the uni-
versity. According to Xia, the satel-

Left A screen grab from the Beijing Aerospace Control Center shows an astronaut working inside the
‘Tianhe core module of the orbiting Tiangong space station after the Tianzhou 6 cargo craft docked with
the station at 5:16 am on Thursday. The cargo craft was launched at 9:22 pmon Wednesday from the
‘Wenchang Space Launch Center in Hainan province. Guo ZHONGZHENG / XINHUA

Right: A simulated image from the control center shows the Tiangong space station after the Tianzhou
6 cargo craft docked. GUO ZHONGZHENG # XINHUA

lite has a modular propulsion sys-
tem, which has no toxic propellants
but has strong power. [t gives the
satellite good maneuverability in
orbit, he said.

‘The Tianzhou 6 robotic cargo ship
docked with the Tiangong space sta-
tion on Thursday moming. Crew
members of the Shenzhon XV mis-
sion will enter Tianzhou 6 in due
course to collect the cargo and trans-
fer it to the space station, according to

the China Manned Space Agency.

As the first spacecraft to visit the
Tiangong space station this year,
Tianzhou 6 was launched at 9:22 pm
on Wednesday by Long March 7 car-
rier rocket from the coastal Wench-
ang Space Launch Center in the
countrys southernmost island prov-
ince of Hainan.

It is carrying about 260 packages
‘with a combined weight of nearly 5.8
metric tons, induding living necessi-
ties enough for a three-member crew
for 280 days.

‘The cargoshipholds 98 packages of
science payloads, with a combined
‘weight of T14 kg, that will be used in
20 scientific experiments and techno-
logical tests.

Compared with its predecessors,
Tiarzhou 6 carries more cargo for use
in science and technology work, said
huWa designer of the cargo crafts

Engineering
Utilization at the Chinese Academy of
Sciences.
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