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Rocket ready for record-setting role

Modified Long March 8 set to deploy

Like the original model, the vari- Long March 8 series rockets isbeing  the market will demand at least 18

1 ini i 1 i i antis 50.3 meterslong. It willbepro-  built outside the Wenchang launch March 8 rockets during the

22 Satell}.tes n lmDendln'g flISt mission pelled by four engines — twoon the  center with a designed annual man-  14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) period,
first stage and two on the second —  ufacturing capacity of 25 Tockets. A Chen noted.

ByZHAOLEI Currently, the domestic record for ~ and will have a lifioff weight of 198 new lunch tower specifically China Aerospace Science and

zhaoleii@chis themost satellites launchedby asin-  metric tons, Chen said. designed for the Long March 8 fami-  Technology Corp, the nation’s lead-

isheld by flight of Long March 85 original model per- 1y is also being built at the center, ing space contractor and parent of

A modified version of Chinas Long  the Long March 6 model in Septem-  formed its debut mission in Decem-  Chen said. Chen’s academy, plans to carry out

March 8 carrier rocket is scheduled
‘to make its debut flight in the coming
‘weeks to transport 22 satellites into

ber 2015, which deployed 20 satel-
lites. The world record is held by
SpaceX’s Faleon 9, which lifted 143

in southern China’s Hainan provinee.

Rockets in the Long March 8 fami-
ly are capable of transporting vari-
ous types of spacecraft to multiple

more than 50 rocket launches this
vear to transport over 140 spacecraft
into orbit. That means the total

orbit, a designer said. satellites in January last year. Therocket reacheda sun-synchro-  types of orbit, but their main taskis number of launches in China this

Chen Xiaofei, from the China Acad- “The difference between the modi-  nous orbit at an altitude of 512 kilo-  to place satellites in sunsynchro- year will surpass 60, given that
emy of Launch Vehicle Technologyin  fied variant and the original Long meters and then deployed the New nous orbits to meet the surging another State-owned contractor —
Beijing, saidon i Demonstrator 7 experi- demand for launch services from China Aerospace Science and Indus-

launch mission succeeds, it will seta
record for the maost spacecraft
launched by a single Chinese rocket.

then
Thave side boosters,” Chen said, noting
that all of the 22 satellites to be
launched are for commercial use.

mental satellite and four small pri-
vate satellites.
A new production complex for

commercial satellite companies at
home and abroad, he said.
Mission planners have estimated

try Corp — and the country’s private
space enterprises will also conduct
launches using their own rockets.
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