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Reusable experimental spacecraft put into orbit

ByZHAO LE1
zhaolei@chinadaily com.cn

Chinalaunched a Long March 2F
carrier rocket at the Jinquan Satel-
lite Launch Center in Northwest
China's Gobi Desert early on Friday
morning, sending a rensable exper-
imental spacecraft into orbit,
according to China Aerospace Sci-
ence and Technology Corp.

The leading State-owned space

te said in a news release
that the test vehicle is scheduled to
stay in orbit for a certain period of
time and will then return to its pre-
set landing site in China.

During the orbital flight, it is
tasked with verifying reusable tech-
nologies and in-orbit service tech-
nologies, laying a technological
foundation for the peaceful use of
space, the company said.

It did not elaborate on the details
of the mission and the spacecraft,
or publish pictures of the liftoff or
scenes inside the ground control
Tall.

‘The launch was the 18th flight of
the Long March 2F rocket model,
‘which is usually used to launch Chi-
nas Shenzhou crewed missions.
‘The rocket has a carTying capacity
of just over eight metric tons to low
Earth orbit.

The mission was the second time
that China has made public the
operations of its reusable experi-
‘mental spacecraft.

‘The country’s previous orbital test
of a trial vehicle took place in Sep-
tember 2020, with the eraft travel-
ing for just under two days in orbit.

Space officials said that the mis-
sion was a complete suceess and
Tesulted in major breakthroughs

for Chinas reusable spacecraft
Tesearch. Once the spacecraft
enters formal operations, it will be
able to offer space round-trip servi-
‘ces which are more convenient and
affordable than existing ones, offi-
clals said.

According to experts, reusable
spacecraft will have a wide range of
applications, such as civilian space
tours, transporting astronauts,
Tesupplying space stationsand put-
ting satellites into orbit at a lower
cost.

China’s space contractors have
‘been studying and demonstrating
Teusable technologies for their
spaﬁe ])mgmms fursevemlymrs

and Industry Corp, the two largest

suppliers of rockets and spacecraft
in the nation, are running their own
programs that share the same goal
— making their space products
reusable — to reduce users’ costs

“Reusability is a critical charac-
teristic of next-generation space-
craft and is key to whether our
products will be attractiveand pop-
ular on the international market.”
Thesaid.

Inaddition to State-owned enter-
prises, private space companies in
China are also investing heavily in
reusable models, Wu said, suggest-
ing that the government should use
favorable policies and financial
support to help private players
develop such advanced technolo-
gies to foster the overall competi-
tiveness of the country’s space
industry.
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