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In-orbit
assembly
maneuver
a success

ByZHAO LEI
haoleifachinadailycom.cn

China’s space industry achieved
a historic new feat on Thursday as
the in-orbit assembly of the coun-
trys Tiangong space station’s
Tshape configuration was com-
pleted.

Ina crucial, hourlong reposition-
ing maneuver that was completed
at 9:32 am Beijing time on Thurs-
day, the Mengtian lab module was
moved from one port of the space
station’s Tianhe core module to
another port, the China Manned
Space Agency said in a news
release. Following the maneunver,
the Tiangong station formed a T
shape that will remain so for the
next several years, and function
checks and assessments will be car-
ried out in the coming days.

About six hours after the maneu-
ver, crew members of the Shenzhou
XIV mission — mission command-

Chinese astronauts onboard the nation’s Tiangong space station
entered the Mengtian lab module at 3:12 pm on Thursday after the
completion of the station’s in-orbit assembly. Xu BU / FOR CHINA DAILY

er Senior Colonel Chen Dong, Sen-
jor Colonel Lin Yang and Senior
Colonel Cai Xizhe — opened the
hatch door of Mengtian and
entered the lab component at 3:12
pm.

Chen and his crew mates have
been living inside Tiangong for
nearly five months.

After the astronauts floated into
Mengtian, Liu said in a live pro-
gram on China Central Television
on Thursday afternoon that she
was “feeling happy and proud”
about the achievement.

“] took part in the

the Tiangong I (experimental space
station) during that flight. The
Tiangong I was China’s first space-
based laboratory and had only one
module. Ten years passed and now
our ‘space home' has three mod-
ules, and it is much bigger, prettier
‘and more comfortable” she said.

“Each of us has witnessed and
lived through a great decade and
proudly partaken in the making of
history” Liu added. “We are so
proud of our great Communist Par-
ty of China and the great mother-
land”
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Station: T shape offers structural balance
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and the Shenzhou XV manned
which

In coming weeks, the Shenzhou
XTIV crew will welcome the arrival of
the Tianzhou 5 robotic cargo ship

them in making the first in-orbit crew
shift, the manned space agency said.

Wu Bing, a head structural
designer of the Tiangong station at
the China Academy of Space Tech-
nology, said that after the T-shaped
structure was formed, all of the

electricity and communication
cables in the core module and the
two lab components will be con-
nected, enabling each module to
provide electricity to the others and
optimizing the use of the station’s
resources
‘WangXiang, the Tiangong sta-
tions project manager at the

academy, said the T-shaped
structure promises a balance of
weight and aerodynamic drag
among the station’s three major
parts and is the best option for
orbital and posture control.
Mengtian, the third major com-
ponent of the Tiangong space sta-
tion and its second lab module, was
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launched on Monday aftemoon bya
Long March 5B heavy-lift rocket
from the Wenchang Space Launch
Center in Hainan province.

The lab module is the world's larg-
est single-body spacecraft now in
active service, according to its
designers at the Shanghai Academy
of Spaceflight Technology.
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