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Space race, new Cold War or a bit of both

of the Artemis I new moon
program until at least Sept 19
ling a planned
Taunch on Saturday. The decision on Sat-
‘urday was the second time in a week
that the launch was scrapped.

‘The first time it was cancelled was on
Aug 29 because one of the four engines
‘was not “cold enough” for take-off min-
‘utes before Arternis I was set to blast off
tothe moon. The “fault” was detected as
part of vital systems verification and
testing. With high-end engineeringand
technologies such as this, “hiccups”are
10 be expected.

Since close to nothing as is humanly
‘possible should be left to chance, espe-
«cially when the Orion space capsule on
top of the rocket is scheduled to carry
‘human cargo in 2024, it was the correct
decision to postpone the launch of Arte-
‘mis 1. These are exciting times in global
space endeavors with the moon mis-
smnsseennnwassiﬂpplngstunﬁh)
‘humans’ landing on

SomymmaﬂﬂrmaAmllnpmgmm
that put “man” on the moon the United
States is again trying to carry humans to
a celestial body. But this time there is
‘powerful competition from China.

‘Today, the geopolitical motivations
of the 1960s, that spurred the US onto
a space program unprecedented in
‘human history, are very different.
Back then, it was the height of the
‘Cold War. But today the Soviet Union
o longer exists. The Russian bear still
‘Thas claws, although they may have
‘been a bit blunted by the Ukraine-
Russia conflict.

flooding in Pakistan highlights), there
‘Thas been increasing talk — at least from
the Western “commentariat” — ofa new
‘Cold War. This is often mentioned in the
same breath as a new space race.

But a new Cold War, not an exagger-
ated beat-up from the Western press
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fame, fortune but also often for fun and
10 test oneself against the best. It is to

ed over the last few years. It is the mas-
sive investment in research and develop-
Tesearch
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‘what is happening, this has not gone
down well in some quarters.

ment, education and I suspect other countries could join in

infrastructure that is facilitating China’s to0 and meaningfully contribute to the
i military of space jon. Com-

superpower to rival the US. The world petition is not a bad thing if fairand
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always

that does not, at least not yet, exhibit strive to be better through associated

risks and by training, ination and focus, ide-
the last one, is the last thing humanity ally with an PrOCes:
and our planet needs now, with the Tai- alsoin place.

‘wan question providing the context.
‘What we need is real and deep coop-
‘eration across many fronts to fight the

Thave negative connotations, though, like
ﬂ]emnnq)mfa“mmk)meboﬂnm but

one big, affecting us all —
the increasingly obvious and increas-
ingly unpredictable climate emergency,
‘which is not the elephant but a herd of
elephants in the room.

Here space activities play a key role in
providing ever more detailed remote
sensing of our planet via a swarm of sci-
entific satellites that help to monitor our
‘oceans, ice-caps and land masses with
‘unparalleled clarity — all feeding into
‘our climate models and predictions.

International cooperation and data-
sharing here are essential to inform the
fight against climate change, but what
‘about competition in space?

Solet’s consider the “space race” par-
adigm. Is a race a bad thing in itself?
Maybe not.

for space th ‘memories of the
‘Cold War space race between the then
wo superpowers, the Soviet Unionand
+the US. The superpowers were such in
terms of military capability and sheer
size (like the number of nuclear weap-
ons)and not, for the Soviet Union, in
terms of economic clout.

This time the situation is very differ-
ent. While it is true that China has mod-
ernized and expanded its military over
melastzoysam,withmanfmelam

This is true now in space in which
China has made incredible advances
and achieved

regulated. It is also important to pre-
vent monopolies from ‘which
can stifle progress and lead to price
gouging and complacency.

example, last year China broke the
world record for the number of success-
ful rockets launched by any country. It is
poised to break its own record again
this year.

More importantly, the Chinese pres-
ence is peaceful and cooperative, as
espoused in its recent white paper. It is
Tota question of aking sucha docu-
ment at face value, it is about the accom-
pa:u‘ingadmﬂsspeahngmthamnhuf

‘navies in the world, it is on the Ifitisa space race

{front where China has excelled. it is a multi-faceted and complex one on
‘This is being matched too in terms of many fronts and not just about the

scienceand technology where Chinanow  moon.

produces more scientific outputs than China recently announced it is look-

the US, having already taken thetopspot  ingat partnering with Russia for mis-

on the number of

sions

the moon. Given

S0, an inter
space program with China, Europe and
the US on podium positions but with
India, Japan, the Republic of Koreaand
some other countries jostling in the
pack can foster accelerated technologi-
cal breakthroughs and promote exciting
new developments. The large-scale
MOON Mission’s programs are merely a
blue-riband event to a large extent that
can capture, enthrall and inspire mil-
lions across the globe.
Su,[say’hrin.gnnn and help all of
humankind
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