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The ruins of success
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_ These shattereyd}“:é?ﬁains'nHay look like a failed space mission, but
thay re very much asign of success - for two reasons. First, these

~ - arethe backshell and parachute of NASA's Perseverance rover

Iandmg gear the robot no longer needed after surviving a 126km/h
descent to the surface.of Mars in 2021. Second, the picture was
taken by Ing,enulty, a miniature hellcopter with a metre-wide rotor
- span that caught aride to the Red Planet with the rover. Ingenuity

~ hasa ﬂlghﬂ'ange of only 300m but, as of November 2022, had

- clqcked up 34 flights and covered a total of 7km. Images like these
help NASA to und%rsmd whether a fandlng occurred as expected
and what could be |r[|_p.|;oved for future missions.
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